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THE OLD ian 


(THE SHOW STARTS WITH A COMPLETLY BLACK STAGE. VOICES ARE HEGRE 
OFF S2NTER) 


Mrs 
Well quit fumbling and open the door. Its cold out hare, 
Jim 
Well, now, wait until I find the blamed key for you holler. 
Mrs 
Well it doesn't take you all day, does it. 
Jin 


I've got. it now. (noise like somone scrach a key around the door 
trying to find the key hole) Now where's the key hole. 

irs 
Oh Jim Liorris, I never saw the likes of you in all my life. You're 
the most helplesw human being that ever lived. 

Jim 
Well if you can find a key hole in the dark, you're smarter than 
the man who discovered America, and they do Say he was perty bright. 


Lirg 
Well hurry up. 
Jim 
I've got it now (key turns and the door opens) 
lirs 
Now tum on the light. 
Jim 


I will if I cam find it. Somebody moved the swictch now. (loud 
crash and he stumb&es end falls) Oh, that danm stool! Oh My 
shin! 

irs 


What did youdo, fall? 
Jim 
Yes, over that blamed stool. Why did youlea¥ e it setting in 
the middle of the room like that? ‘urn on the light. 
hirs 
Ch you helpless bld gorilla you (turns on light) You can't do 
& mingle solitary thing. 
Jim 
(sitting on the floor beside stool holding his chin and grouning) 
I'm gOnna bum that stool in the furnace. 


hirs 
You'll do nothing of the kind. ly mother sent that to me. 
Jim 
I always did like your motherii(grits teeth) 
Mrs 
Well get up and go put some linemeht on it. And this is the last 


time I ever go to a pécture show with you. 


Jim 
(getting up) Why what did I do? 
lirs 


Laughted right in the middle of that beattiful loge scene. 

Jin 
fh:t was funny! Then two lovers made me sick, ‘That was a robvten 
picture. 

, Urs 

It was not. hat just shows how much you know about art. That 
was the best bécture they ever showed at the Little Grand. 

Jin 
"Flaming Love" Thats e heck of a name for a picture. I knew 


i t wasn't going to be any g00d when I gay thet title Why 
| @ i 


e 

didn't you wait and go next week. Tom his is going to be there 
then. 

Mts 
I don't like those western pictures with all that shootin in ‘em. 

Jim 
Naw, you'd rather see some slick haired shiek grab some blondge 
vampire and bite a chunk out of her neck. livery time thit guy 
looked at the heroine in the picture he beg.n to pant like 
a Rock Island Switch engine going up a hill- with a hundred fright 
cars on its tail end. 

Mrs 
Oh shut up, you fish. I wish I had somebody to go places with. 
I'd leave you et home withthe cat. 

Jim 
Well I'@ rather stay home than see thet junk. 

irs 
I wonder where Betty is. I left her here sewing on her dressi 


Jin 
I suppose she went to /y¥¢/¥¢/ bed. 
Mrs 


(turns around und sees Betty and Ted withtheir arm around each 
sitting on the sofa which is facing the back of the set. They 
are both asleep) Jim, look there. Bed nothing: 

i 


Jim 
Well I'll be dadburned. Its Ted Norton. 
Mrs 
(going over to them and shaking them) Weke upiq Betty, what do 
you mean? 
Betty 
(jumping up quick) Oh Mother! 
Mrs 


Now aint you two good? How did you get over here? 
Ted 


[----[---er-~-just came over lirs Morris. 
Mrs 
Well, you can just take your hat md beat it. I've todd you 
before that Betty is not allowed to associate with the likes of 
you. 
Betty 
Now, mother, Ted's all right. He's got a good job now, and he's 
going to be somebody. 
Mrs 
Be somehody. He never was and he never will be anything but a 
tramp. You thought you were pulling something over on me. What 
do you mean by haying the lights out like this. 
Betty 
Well the moon was---- 
hits : 
The moon was shining and you wanted to sit in the dark and 
slush kisses. 
Betty 
We were talking about the futtre. 
lirs 
Wust have been a bright future you were talking about; you both 
went to sheep. 
: Tad 
Wre Morris, please don't be angry. 
irs 
T'll be angry if I want to. 


Jim 

Now, ma don't be so hard on the kids. 

Mrs 
You slmt upi 

Jim 
(turns around 4nYes mam. (falls over the stool) Theres that 
@tool again. 

lirs 
Well look where you're step ing and you won't be falling over it 

so many times. 

Jim 
I don't see why you keep itp it aint any good. 

hire : 
You don't knoww anything about it (to Ted) Well don’t stand there 
and gap at me. Put peur hat on and play yike your a train. Pull 
out and don't leave your cabbose behim. 


Betty 

Mother, he has something to say to you. 
Lirg 

Well I don't eare to hear it. 
Betty 


But this is good news. 
Mrs 

Is somebody going to shoot him or something. 
Betty 

No, he's working for the sume firm dad does now 
Ted 


And I've got a chame to work Up. 
Mrs 
Work up, my foot! Your fathers bean with the Devoe Bom O@mpany 
for ten years ani he's still/#7/# in the same postion he started. 
They heven't even raised his salary. 
Jim 
No, but then o14 man Devoe said --- 
Lirs 
You keep out of this. You're always telling me what old man Devoe 
gaid. He never said & word. 
Ted 
Well I think that I've got a chance to really get souewhere 
in his office. 
irs 
Well I don't care if you get tobe the 2¢f/gf Baar of Russia. 
Ted 
But I thought maybe your would let Betty and I get married. 
lirs 


Well you've got another thirk coming. I wouldn't let Betty 
marry you if you was gold plated, and set in diamonds. 
Jim 


Now, just what have you got against the boy, Ma? 
Lirs 
$hats none of your business. Betty's only eighteen and thats 
too young to get married. She should wait until she's older 
and has had a chance to take her pick of 4 dozen or so men. 
I married when I was too young, and I've regretted it ever since. 
| Jim 
Well, I don't see why you've always had three Syuare meals @ 
day. 
Lirs 
Yes, but I had to cook them myself. I never get to go anywhere 
or see anybody. Betty's youmg a a 
S énd good looking she may beset - 








4 
somebody with lots of money. 
Betty 
Iwon tdo it. I'm going to marry Ted or elise be an old maid, 
lir 


8 
Well, you'd better just gO get you a psrrat and a cat and start 
being an old maid, because you're not going to marry Ted Norton 
as long I've got anythiigg to say about it. 
Jim 
Theres no use arguing Betty, she will have her way. 
lir 


8 
You pet your life I will / (opens door) Now you beat it, young 
man, and stay beat. 


aed 
But lMirge..- 

irs 
I SAID Go, 

Ted 
(exits) I'm gone. 

Betty 
Oh mother! 

Lirg 


Hush up, I'm going to bed. Ana you hurry up and go to bed to 
Jim, You've got to get up in the mppngng, and its late now. (exit) 
Jin 


411 right,darling. (starts ami stumbles over the stool) Oh, that 
stool! (throws it over by R door) 
Betty 


@ 
Oh, daddy, can't you say Saqrething to mother? 
Jim 


I could, but it wouldn't do anygood. She's made up her mim 
She don't like Ted and thats the end of him. 
Betty 
Well its not the end of him, because I'm going to marry whether 
mother says so or not. | 
Jim | 
Well, now daughter, what if I objected? | 
Betty | | 
Ohk thats all right. Its mothet that worries me. Her word ig | 
the impas&ble barrier. 


Jim 
: Well, what about your father's word, Betty? 
Betty ) 
| Ita all right, but you're just dad, Mother is the Head of the Family 
; (exits) 
Jim 


and father is the tail bhght. I mean about as much around here 
a8 adew drop on the ocean. I'm just the old man thats ali. 
: The funny faced duck who pays the bills. (starts to exit )(falls 

over the stooh) Theres that blamed stool again, 

Mirs : 
(off stage) JIm! Put the cat out, wind the clock, tum out 
the light,-fix the furnace, smt dow that window in there 
and come to hed. 

Jim 
After I'ge done all of that. It will be nenning, Oh well 
(turns out light) 

mrs 
“re you coming? 





Jim 


Yes my love (cragh) Damn that 
AK 26 3k ak fe fe NULIBER IE ac ah ke ole ate ake seeeut 
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Betty 
(enters ami X's to wimow ani gazes out) 
hits 
(enters with dishes for table) Well, what are you doing? Dreaming 
about your handsome lover with th. one celled bran. 
Betty 
Mother, Ted has more than one cell in his brain. 
irs 


He has not. He hasn't even got a brain. You don't see your Lather 
coming down the street do you. 
Betty : 


irs 
Well I wish he'd hurry. He's bring the boss home to eat dinner, 
ané the grocery boy hasn't brought the vegetables that I ordered. 
I've got to have a real good dinner as your father thinks old 
man Devoe is going to promote him. 

Betty 
Jon't that be just lovely? 

lirs 
Well you'repa's got it coming to him. He's worked long enough 

for the Old man, but then your father aint just real bright 

or he 'd of been somewhere long before this. JI wish I'd of 
married hir Devoe his boss. 

Betty 


NO. 


Could you? 

Mirs 
Sure I could. Iwent with old man Devoe for a long time, but 
I never tho ght he would amount to anything, and he never was 
the affectionate kim of lover your pa was. 

Betty 
vag father a good lover, m ther? 

LYS 
Was he? Say twenty years ago your paiiwas the hottest man. in 
town. any shiek in the movies could have teen lessons f¢omh 
him, Oh how he could love. I like sé Little fool fell for it, 
and married him. 

Betty 
Father is very kim, mother. 

lirs 


Oh he's all right as lmg as he don't get in the way, but just 
think, Here he is a man reachérg his fiftzes soon and he's just 
@ common ordinary clerk working for the man that I could have 
married. At one time he and old Devoe were working right side 
by side as clerks---now look at the difference. 

Better 
Daniel Devoe is one of the wealthiest men in town. gDes he 


Yndd /Pddt!/ ever speek to you. 
irs 


I've never seen him to speak to him for ages, child. I don't 
supvose he'll fbardly know me. But then theres one thing certain 
he can't say that I've aged so much, now ce he? 

Betty 
Why no, mother, you're the youngest old woman in town. 

irs 
Ola woman, I like that. To hear you talk you'd think I was 
so ola I bad false teeth and hair. (looks out window) Oh they 
aren't here ye6. well I'mghéd I wigh that grocery boy would 
hurry though. 

Betty 


¥ ¢ a 


Betty 
they've got a new grocery boy now, mother. 
irs 
Howdo you know? 
Betty 
I---6r heard them say so at the store this morning. 
Mrs 


dell, he's starting out mighty poor I'll say thet. Thet Ted 
Norto: aifh heen over for several days, has he? 

Betty 
Not since you talked so terrible to him that night. 

lirs ; 
sell, I want him to stay away from you. He's just like your father, | 
One of them monkeis that s full of love but no brains. You'd 
be &@ poor starved house wife like me all of yow life if you 
married him. You wait until some cold hard hearted man comes 
slong, @nd then marry him and you'hl be weering diamonds before 


HONE 
Betty | 
I don't care, I love Sed, end thet s all there is to it. 
Ted 
(off stage) Grocery! 
| ars 
+heres the grocery boy at last. (opens door) Well come on in 
this way end put them on the table. 
Led 
(ente s with box of groceries cap pulled down over his face} 
Yes mam. 


lirs 
4r6é you the new grocery boy? . | 
Ted 4 
Yes mam' 
Mrs | a 
sey teke that cap off. ‘iho are you? A 
Ted Fav | 
(takes off cap and grins) Howly, lirs Morris. | 
hirs | | 
You$ | if 
Betty | 
Yes, Ted decided to go inthe grocery business. | 
lirs 
say, just what would a person have to do to get rid of you? 
Ted 


Its been tried by experts. 
lirs 


Well I giveup. (takes vegetables kn the other room) I Suppose 
if I jumped down the sewer you'd be in after me, wouldn't you, 
Ted | 


No, not uhless Betty wnet along. 

Well, go peddle ve groceries. (exits R) 
Ted, mother 15 Ch etiee Ux much o¥ you. 

I hardly DS ouctt am did. 

Betty ) 


But I deez 
Ted 


Thats all i care for. Gee, Betty, lets you am me run awey 
and get married, 





Betty 
how are we going to do it? 
ed 


Listen, I'll sneak the grocery truck out tonight, and we'll 

drive oWer on the West side, and have the marriage ceremony 

performed, thei we'll come and tell them all about, and they 
can't eny more than kill uw, 


Batty 

But where would we live after we were married? 
Ted 

I've found the keensst little apartments, ami cheap too. 
Betty 

Oh Honest. 
Ted 

pure, whet do you say? 
Betty 

I'm with you, Ted. 
‘Ped 


all right then, tonight. 
ld 


rs 

(enters) iihat you still heve,(has carving knife) You get! 
Ted 

You bet! (exits) 
Betty 

Mother, why are you go unreasonable? 
tied 


You shtt your fece, and look for yow father. 


Betty 
(goes to window) Hefe he comes now. 
Mrs 
Gbbd. Mr Devoe with him? 
Betty 
Yes. 
irs 





Now if your father only knows how to act. JI told him that 
@verytiime I kicked him under the table, tht he wa@ doing something 
wronge 


Betty 
Father no doubt will be juite out of place. 
Mrs 
The only place he's at héme is in a pgg pen. 
Jim 


(off stage) Come right on in, iir Devoe. They're all here. 
wéife and daughter both. (they enter) Wifie, you remember lir 
Devoe. 
Danial 
(going to her) Well, I should say she does. 
firs 


Oh yes---how are you Danial -~--I mean lir Devoe. 





A Danial 
So ahead and c:11 me Danial or just Dan---like you used to. 
Jim 
Well, deariek what have you got to eat. I told the boss whet 
@ good cook you were. 
Danial 
You haven't é@hanged much, have you, liary? 
Mrs 
(flattered) Oh don't you think so. 
Danial 


I showld say not, if I wereNS8t arreig 


I‘d steal you from him. (laughd agebjeat 


P 


Mirs 
Why he wouldn't even miss me (laugh) 
Danila 
Really, I can't get over how charming you have become in all of 
these years. 
Lites 
You don't seem to have aged much yourself, Danial. 
Danial 


Aged? I'm the spryest man in thy anploymeht. None of them canzget - 


ahead of me. 

Jim 
4bll of the tive has been trying to say to the boss something 
about business; just work it up) Now I was saying--- 


lirs 

Oh Jim, go sit down in the corner you're bothering us. 
Dani al 

Yes, pleaseé do. 
Jim 

(meekly) ‘iell all right---but what I was gonna say--- 
Ds nial 


You may tell me after awhile. Mary, you haven't introduced me 
to your daughter. 


lirs 
Oh Yes. Betty this is lir Danial Devoe my Old -~--well----(giggle) 
Danial 
Better say sweetheart beeause I was. 
Lirg 
We used to have some womerful ties together. 
Jim 
YOu never said much about that to me, wifie. 
lirs 
Silly, I wouldn't tell you that of course. JI hawe some secrets 
that I hold dear to my heart naturally. 
Danial { 
Your daughter is just the image of you, Mary. 
lirs 
Yes, they do say she is a beautiful girl (clear throat gigple) 
Jim 
Mary, I tell you--- 
Lirs ‘ 
Jim, behave yourself. (smell) Why I believe my meat is burning. 
Jim 
Believe heck, I've been trying to tell you thet for the last half 
hour. 3 
Mrs 


Jim, do you mean to tell me you sat there and let that meat burn 
all this time Without sayim aword. Oh dear, you're & pest. 
Excuse me, Danial. Just make yourself at home (exit 

Danila 
Certainly. (smiling) By jove, do you know I glad I came over here 
thngageth. 

Jim 
Yes, I noticed that. 

Danial | | 
w@ shall have to take in a show after dinner tonight. Don't 
you think we sho.ld? (to Betty) 

Betty 


I'm sure m ther would like to go, Mr Devoe, but I have an engagement 


al ready. 
_—_ Danial 
thets too bad. I'd like to take you both. 


® 
Me, - 
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}! 







= ae SS ee ee Ses 


LO 


Betty 
Miother, Ir Devoeis going to give Ted a wonderful position 
lirs 
Really! 
Betty 
Yes, aren't you lir Devoe. 
Denial 
You bet I am. 
irs 


Thets nice. Dan, have some potatoes. (giwes him potatoes and after 
Betty and her take some, she sets the dish in the middle of the 
table. Jim slowly meekly reaches over with fork and tries to 

get a potato. Mrs kicks at him, but always hitg Danial. Danial 
registers surprise then passes it up) Have some bread, Dan. 

{passes bread same bus. Jim tries to reach for it and she kététks 


Dan) 
Betty 

Father has a terrible aypetite. 
lirs 

Like sane animal. I can't understam him «t time. 
Jim 

Joell I didn't have any lunch today, you k.ow. 
lirs 

Why didn't you. You had money in your pocket, 
Jim 


Yes, but th t quarter you gave ime this morning dropped out and went ; 
ig the sewer. 


lirs 
Well you had money besides that, Jim (motions for himto keep quiet) 
Jim 


ieb1 you know you only give me- -- 
’ | » ae | 


in 5 rs 


g if you would like C0 View oh tonight, 


Oh I certainly would. 


Jim 
Hoot Gibson is on at the Star. 
Mrs - 
Jim (kicks Dan again) i 
dim € 
Whet? 
lirs , 
You know better than that. | 
Jim , 
Wo better than waht? He is there. I saw the bill sdvertised, 
Lirs 
Kir Deewe doesn't mean a movie, he means & real show up town. 
dim 


I wouldn't mind seein ' a real good gal show once agsin. Been 
fifteen years since I saw one. 

ir 6 ; 2 
Jim, don't start a boring conversation. Let lle do the talking 
please. 

Jim 
You usually do. (starts to reach for a piece of bread jusi as 
Denial is lifting sane food to his mouth. Jim's arm goes right 


in front of Denial's face am he takes & bite out of his armd 
mn 


i —— eS a 
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| Jim 
Now, you know Lir Devoe, about them stocks, we had made up--- 
Danial 
Oh forget them, Jim. ‘ie'll talk business some other time. 
Jim 


But itseems a shame to me that such a mistake should made. iba 
I were --~er in that department 1 could--- 
Danial 
Well, you may be there some day. You've been with me a long time 
I know that-- 
Jim 
I've been with you ten years, lir Devos. 
Danial 
Thats an awful long time. You're getting pretty old 
Jim 
It takes a long time to really learn the business, Mir Devos. 
Danial 
It does at that, but then I believe in letting the young folks 
get ahead as much as they can. I'm going to put a young fellow 
who applied for a position the other day in the department you 
wer e talking of. He looks young and prilliant. 





Jim 
But he's had no experience in that line. 

Dani/al 
Oh he'll learn. I'we hate great hopes for him. 

yy 
Who is hs? 

Danial 
Young may by the name of Ted Norton. 

Betty rl 
Ted! J oe 
. io er hie | 

ayes ae | Las Ree, é 


52 ye | 


Bett au 
ve him the job, then 


’ J a oe 

I shold say Ido. Oh li Devoe, please gi 
we cen get married. 

Danial 
Don't worry I'm going to. 

Betty * 
Oh daddy, isn't that just wonderful? 

Jim 
(slowly) Yes~---Ted is a lucky boy. 

irs 


(enters with things for the table) Well, lets ail sit down now. 
Mr Devoe,---l mean Danial---Dan, you nustn't be too critical with 
my dinner. 

Danial 
If you cooked it, I know its all Ok. 


Mrs 
Flatteré (she sets every thing ) Now Dan, you sit right here. 
(places him) Betty you sit there, and I'll sit he re. (they sit 
down) Oh, I forgot, Jim you're here. 

Jim 
YOBe 

Lirs 
Well pull that chair up. This table is a little small. 

(They all sit down Jim is seated down close to 


front opposite lirs he folds his legs so that the audience can 


see that they are not under the table. pnial sits facing the 
audience next to Betty , snd lLirs) 


Se 


=” I cD ag i pg ates, 





11 
lirs | 
(kicks him three or four times. Danial doesn't Know whut to think) 
Betty 
Father, I'll hand you some bread. (passes plate) 
vim 


Ia@axpect you'd better. Gimme some of that soup too (takes some 
and begins lapping it loudly. They all look at him with disgust} 
(stops all of a sudden) Goad soup! 


Danial 
It soums good. 
Mrs 
(kick him and mug with desperation) 
Jim 
(phtks up tea cup drinks and thenspits it out) Whew! Thats hot! 
Mrs | 
Jim! 
Betty 
Pather! 
Jim 
(pours it in cup) Well it is. (drinks out of cup) 
Mrs 
You must excuse him, hir Devoe (gives a viblent kéé) 
Denial : 
(rising) Really I think I'll have to ask to be excused. (rukeshins) | 


irs | 
Betty, takes.iik Dan in the sitting room, will you. Play the : 
victrola, 

Jim 

You aint full yet are you, Dan? | 

Danial | 

I8m satisfied. thank you. (rubs shins) | 

Betty 

Ritht this way, llr Devoe (they exit Danial Petines off ) | 

dim J 

1t11 be in there in a minute. I'm still«hunegry. | 

| 


Mrs 
(going to him and rolling her sleeves “et doe liorris, you-- 
yOU--=- 

Jim 
Did I do something wrong, dearm( innocently) 

hrs 
Oh did your 4+hy I was never so ashamed und disgraced in all ~ 
my life, and I told you that whenever I kicked you to stop ’ 
whatever you were doing. jiheat did you went to tell himthat ro 
only gave you & quarter a day to sat lunch on for? 

Jim 
Well aint it so? 

Yits 
Did you need to tell it. Am the way you acted. Haven't you 
any téble manners. Jon't you know how to act? Didn't I tell 
you that whenever I kicked you umer the table you wera to stop 
whatever you were doing. Didn't you feel.me kicking you? 


Jim 

Kicking me? You never kicked me. My feet weren't under the tuble. 
Lirs 

My heavens, I must have kicked Danial then! Oh! (exit) 
Jim 


Thats better than I could have done. I've been wanting to kick 


aim for ten years. (exit) 
ak 2k aK ak fe ok NULB ER OK eS oe 2G KC 2k ac 
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Mrs 
(enters with an opera cape followed by Danial} Well we had better 
be hurrying. 

Danial 
Yes, the curtain rises at sight thirtysharp. 

idrs 


Oh I'm so thrilled. I haven't been to a good show for ---well 
some time. 


De nial 
liary, I'd like to show you the good time thut you've missed all 
of these years, 

irs 


Oh Danial I-- 

Dani al 
Now don't deny it. I can see it in the way you act. When 
you and I wore going together yeurs ago, you never thought thet 
Someday I'd be the richest man in town, did you? 

Lirs 
No, but you were never the affectionate lover that I thought you 

sho ld be, Dan, 

Danéal 
I was too busy trying to climb up the ladder of success. Well 
I've reached the top now. Now I'm lonleym I want Minabody to 
Spend my money on, 

iit 


8 
But I couldn't let you--- 
Danicl | 
Yes youcould. I'm going to see you everyhight. We're going to 
See phaces, and enjoy ourselves. Theres no use in your wasting 
you life away in a place like this. Mary, let me show you 
anew world, und a new joy. Will you? 


Hrs 
I wnat to, Dan. 
Jim 
(enters with coat on) Well, are we all ready for the show? 
S 
We? Where do you get tht we stuff? tou're not going. € 
Jim = gf 
aint 1? 9 


& Lirs = he 
I should say not. ke in evening dress, and you in thet suit | 
Jim, you're hopeless. é 


Jim 
Hell, my evening dress suit is all moth eaten, Mary or ['d--- 
Lirs 
Thet will do. You may stay home and keep the cat company. 
Come elong, Dan, or we'll be late. Is your car out in trmbt. 
Danial 
Yes, are you ready? 
lirs 


I'm ready, now Jim don't wit up for me. I won't be howe till 
Late. We're going to the Purple Pup after the theatre and dance. 
Jim 
Purple Pup. What the heck is that a dog kennel of soo kim. 
Dan 
(laughin) Aw, thats a good one. E 
ll irs | 
You 'd naver know if we told you. Come on Dan. 
ri : Jim . 
—— No, i suppose noe wae . ; 
dO, ; But dir Devoe, I wanted to___ 
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| Mrs 
(enters with an opera cape followed by Danial} Well We had better 
be hurrying. 
Danial 
Yes, the curtain rises at eight thirtysharp. 
irs 


Oh I'm so thrilled. I haven't been to a good show for ---well 
some time. 


De nial 
Wary, I'd like to show you the good time thut you've missed all 
of these years. 





ITs 
Oh Danial [-- 
Dani al 
Now don't deny it. I can see it in the way you act. When 
you and I wore going together years ago, you never thought thet | 
Someday I'd be the richest man in town, did you? 
lirs 
No, but you were never the affectionate Lover that I thought you 
sho ld be, Dan. | 
Danéal 
I was too busy trying to climb up the ladder of success. well 
I've reached the top now. Now I'm lonleyy I want mmebody to 
Spend my money on. 





Lirs 
But I couldn't let you--- 

Danizl 3 
Yes youcould. I'm going to see you everynight. We're going to 
see phaces, md enjoy ourselves. Theres no use in your wasting 
you life away in a place like this. Mary, let me show you 
anew wrid, wd anew joy. Will you? 








iirs 
I wnat to, Dan. 
Jim 
(enters with coat on) Well, are we all ready for the show? 
Lirs 
We? Where do you get tht we stuff? toutre not going. 
J im sais é 
abit L? 2 


* Lirs : 
I should say not. ke in evening dress, and you in thet suit 
Jim, you're hopeless. 


Jim 
dell, my evening dress suit is all moth eaten, Mary or [I'd--- 
Lirs | 
Thet will do. You may stay home and keep the cat company. 
Come along, Dan, or we'll be late. Is your car out in frmt.= 
Danial 
Yes, are you ready? 
irs 


I'm ready, now Jim don't weit up for me. I won't be home till 
late. We're going to the Purple Pup after the theatre and dance, 
Jim 
Purple Pup. What the heck is that a dog kennel of soe kim. 
Dan 
(laughin) Aw, thats a good one. ; 
ais iirs 
You 'd naver know if we told you. Come on Dan. 
oe Jim _ 
Wo, I suppose not. | | 
nO, D t out {ar Devoe, I WEnted to _. 
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Daniel 

I haven't time to talk business now, Jim. Let it go. Let it go. 
irs 

Good bye, Jim. Remember, don't wait up, (they both exit laughing) 
Jim 


(standing alone in the C) No, I won't. (takes off coat and puts 
hat on table) I thought I was going to get to sae « show, but I 
guess I'm not. Doggone it, I even put ea new necktie on. (takes 
off neck tie) Gh well, I'd just as well get my house slippers 
and be comfortable. (sits down end takes paper) I brought the 
boss offer to talk business, but it didn't do any good. Guess 
Mary and him will heve & good time tonight. ZT aint jealous! 
I'm not thet foolish! Mary just likes to go out that s all. 
She dGam't care nothin' about him. I aint jealous(throws paper 
down) (paces the room am falls over the stool) Damn that stool! 
Damn o14 Danial Devoe. After all these years of working for hin, 
he gives that job to a hittle pin head like Ted Norton. I could 
tell him a lot of thinzs he ought to Know apowt his business, 
but he hasn't sense enough to listen. (walks over the stool again) 
I'm gonna throw that stool away (starts to door) Maybe I better 
note The old lady would kille me. Wonder what they're doing now. 
I suppose he's hobd@ing her hami in the car. I Gint jealous 
though ({kieks stool ecroog room) No I aint jeblous. I don't care 
if they never come home. I'm just the old man. | 
Betty am Ted 


(enter) 
Betty 
Dad, we've done it. 
Jim 
Done what? 
Betty 
Got married. 
Jim 
Whet? | 
+od 
Please don't be aggry, li Morris. , 
Jim P 
Betty, the old lady will just naturally clean house with all of us. 
Betty , 
She can't do uenything. I'm of age, aff an I not. 
Jim 
Yes, I guess so. 
Betty 


Ted's got a good job----why, daddy, he'll make more money & week 
than you will. 


Jim 7 
Yes, thats a job I 'd like to have. (half umier his breath) God 
knows I8ve worked for it. 

Betty 
lell, aren't you going to congratulate us? 

Jim 
Yes({takes them by the hands) I hope you all ths happiness in 
the world children. 

Ted 
You don't mind then, 

Jim 


WoudlLNt8 do no good if IJ did. I'm just the old men thet pays 
the bills. I'm not su.vosed to mind or say anything unless its 
yes mam, and no sir, 

c= | 





Betty — 14 
Come on, Ted, lete go look at our epartment. ii6're glad your 
not gore, dad. 

Ted 
We certainly are. 


¥im 
Just whatwould youdo, Betty, if I should get sore. 
Bet 


(leughing) Why daddy? 
Jim 


lihat would you as 42 1 said you couldn 't marry Ted? 
etty 

I'd marry him any way, daddy. (they both exit) 
vin 


She would too. Oh well, we can't all have our way. I wonder 

if my stomach trouble medicine is on the buffet? {goes to look + 

and falls over the stool) Oh, that stool8 (puts it on a chair) 

Now maybe it won't be in the way. (goes to buffet) E better, taxe 
gome of this medicine. (takes a bottle off and Looks at™it)-~ . 

Heres some Acopganite. Deadly poison. Wonder if I was dying 

if I could have my own way. Don t suppose so, Wonder why 

she hes that poison out. (sets ft on table) (takes spoon ful 

of stomich medicine and lays it on table) Oooh thats awgul stuff. 

(starts to sit down and lands on atool throws it on floor) 

Ded burn that stool. (sits down) I aint jealous or anything, 

but Il wonder if Mary does thi:k oefiything of old man Devoe... 

They used to be sweethearts. (picks up bottle roads) "Deadly 

poésonous consult docotpr of quanity to be Geaken" If I drank 
that bostle I*.1 bet they'd take notice of me for awhile until 

I kécked the buéket. I'd just as well be dead as live like 

lem. (looks at bottle shudders and sets it down) But I, think 

keep alive. I ought to take sane more of that medicine (reaches 

for stomach medicine and picks up poison,bottle and drinksait ) - 

whew! Thats etuff is awful. I wonder what there is in it. 

(looks at bottle) ly God! I'm pofaoned. Wo foolin now 

Whe: .s the doctor? (geSs up and runs for door falls over the , 

stool) Oh my leg (on floor) I've broke my leg ami i'm poisonsd. 

I want my wife. I'm getting sick. (holds stomach and rolls on 


oor 
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(APPER WE NUMBER HE LICETS aks LOW. CLOCK OFF STAGE STRIKES 

SuGs0E RIO. TIRSE O'CLOGH MaSSi3%t Mes ENPURS (UIMTLY FOLLO/ED BY 

DANTAL 

| Mrs 

He's gone to sleep allright. 
Dani al 

Will he object to you're staying so late. Its almost three o'clock sm 
iirs : 

Chject? What rig t has he to object? 
Dani al 

He's only your husbund isn't he? Did you hav. a good time, lary. 
irs 


Jonderful, Dan. Did you? 

Danial 
Tonight wes the most wonderful night in my life. Mery, I'm not 
going to beat around the bushl I still love you as much as lI ever 
did. Won't you---- 

Lirs 
Denial, please don't! I told you not to talk lixe that. 

Dunial 
Sut I can't help it. Tonight as we danced und sat in the bright 
lights of that cabaret, I thought what a wonderitul little women 


you would have made for my wife. I'm rich now, ilary, I cangive 
you everything thet you heave missed all of these yours. 

lics 
But I couldn't leave Jim, and Betty. 

Danial 


Why notg You've served your time to both of then. You've been 
e goog wife and momher. Betty is a grown woman now, and she'll 
soon be married. Why give what few years you have left to 
aman like Jim. He'll never get any where in the world. He's 
just like a tree beside some lazy country brook. He wus planted 
there by nature, and he will only move from there when years 
of standing have rotted him away. 

Lirs 
Jim's all right. He's always treated me good. 

Danial 
But he can't give you the beautiful things that you want. Tf Cun, 
Mary. Please let me. I love you, and I'm going to have you. ¢ 
I8m not going to promote Jim; he's too old for the job he wants. 
Now, that I've asked you to go with me, if you refuse, Mary, I'ts 
fire him, and he wn't have any job at all. 

Lirs 
No, Dan, you mustn't. 

Danial 

then say that you will leave him. Jim can'gtsget another job 
to suve tis sould He's too old now, and if peopleknew that I 
fired him, they'd never let him work. What do you suy. 





lirs 

Oh I--- 
Danial 

You will, wm't you? (takes her and kisses her) 
Jim 


fenters his head all wrapped up carrying the stomach medicine) 
Mary é 
(they breek away) 
Lir s 
Jim! wWhy,----er whut are you doing dressed lize that. 
Jim 
I'm getting ready to die. But thats all right, don't notice me. 
(to Den) Go ahead ami kiss her some more. She'll need some badly 


to take oare of her 'fore Long now 


— 
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lirs 
jihat on earth are you talking about. 
Jim 
I'm sick, in fact I'm poisoned. 
lirs 
Poisoned! How. 
Jim ; 


(points to bottle of poison on table) I drank that and thought it 
was etomach medicins. 

iirs 
(picks it up) What thas. Oh, Dan, what shall we do? 

Jim 
Get me a nice rosewood coffin, thets about all you cando. But 
don't let me bother you and Ban. I---I won't die in here, honey. 
I'11 go out ont thee back porch with the cat. 

lirs 
We've got to do something. Dan, you go get a doctor right how. 

Danial 
All right (starts) 

Lim 
No you don't. I'm not going to have any doctor. I'm dying and 
thets wll there is to it. = doctor isn't any good now. I arank 
thet stuf?’ three hours ego, umd I can't understand why I aint dead 
now. 

Danial 
Gus a docbtr cun' habp you. I'll get a good one. 

Jim 


Yeh, if you got one I know it'd te good. Whset'd you cane home 
so early for? I didn't mean to bother you by getting sick. 
If you'd been gone mother hour you could have celled an undertaker, 
ciirgs 
Oh dim, don't talk like thit. I've got « doctor book in there, 
ard it tells about poisoning. I'm going to get it. «and din | 
you go for the doctor. Get the best one in the city. (exit) i 
Jim 
Den't bother, Dan. I'm too far gone. I'm sick. Dan, I-~--I 
sore ct you. You teke lkry, after I'm gone. She's got it coming 
to tear. I used to think that someday I could give her a good time, 
but I- -- (sits down in chair) I'm sick! 
Daniel . 
(repenting) Jim, I'm sorry. I forgot myself. I8il do my best 
to atone for what I've done. Tomorrow thet job is yours. 
Jim 
Tomorrows Hell, I'll be dead by then. You're u fine one--- 
so dad burn Kim heurted. I've been working the best yeurs of 
my life for you, Danial Devoe, and now when my sdomach is Pull 
of poison, you tell me that tomorrow the job is mine~~~the job 
that I've bean working years to get. Its mine tomorrow (laughs? 
Tomorrow, I'll be the devib's-clerk. I wonder if they have 
clerk's in hell? I suppose they do. (greb stomach) oh I'm 
sick. I'm posioned. 
panial 
I'm going for the doctor. Oh God forgive me for whet I've done. 
Jims you cun't die. 
Jim 
Y/tiid¥f It won't be very handy for you? Ur Devoe, Did you ever 
stop to realize that I'm the only one in your office thet knows 
about those Gold Market bonis. You lost the records, and I becuse 
I've got a good memory remembered them fepm recording. «nother 


thing, you didn't know. Tomorrow, they are going to audit the 
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_ irs 
‘hot? Oh thats the end. Thats the end! (sits down and cries) 
Yt just seens like everythi~g is happening it at once. You had 
to go and get poisoned, and naw she disobpyd me und got married. 
I hope they starve to death. The two Llittie fools: 

Jim 
They won't starve to death with the job Ted's got. Oh I'm sick: 
(shakes her hand) Well good bye, Baby. 

irs 
(crying lOyder) Jim, ‘ow stop it. You're not gonna die. 

Jim 


Oh yes, I am. 

Lirs 
Jim Morris, if you die, I'll be sore at you for the rest of my 
life. 

Betty 
(enters) Lother!: (Ted is behind her} 

Mrs 
You! Well, what'd you come back for? You're a married woman 
now, Gon't call me mo ther. 

Setty 


lej---we--wondered if we couldn't stay here tonight. They wouldn't 


sive us @ room unless we paid our room rent in advacne. 


irs 
I'm glad of it. You can both sleep in perk on a bench, You tramps ! 
Betty 
(seeing Jim) “hy whats the matter, daddy? 


Jim 


Oh nothing, Betty. I drank some posion, end the denr stuff had 


a funny effect on me, thats all. 
Betty 
Pbisons 
lirs 
See, your poor father dying, youmarried, and can't get a room 
Oh this is more than I can stand. 


Ted 
Cen't do something. 
Lvs 
Yes. 
Ted 
Whe. t2 
Mrs 
(handing mim bottle) Hage some poison. 
Jim 
“here aint none left, honey. I drank itakl. 
= Danial 
{enters with Doctor Curlton) Heres the Doctor? 
Jim 
It aint any use. 
Lirs 


Yes it ig too. “uick, do something for him doctor, Don't let 
him die. 


Doctor 
We'll see. What did you drink? 
Jim 
Thet. (points to bottle) 
Doc t or 
Deadly poison. 7 
Jim 


It aint killed me yet. 
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books. The way the books now stand you are fifty two thousund 
dollars inthe red. I know how that can be fixed. [ had it all 
figured up, That what I .nted to tell you tomght, but you were 
DUBY- 

Danial 
gim, are you telling me the truth? 

Jim 
You'll find out tomorrow. I'm afraid they could send you to gail 
for defrauding them. I cun see it now, I've been seeing it @me 
on for months. sll of the stock holders raging with anger, your 
business busted Your name in head lines. [ wented to help you, 
until you got the money back se the books would be straight. I 
know towmto juggle those figures, am we can fool the best of then, 
but I'm afraid its to late now. I'm sick, I tell you, sick! 

Danial 
I8m going for the doctor. Dam, for god suxe Live until tomorrow. 
You're the most important man in my office. I cun't get along with 
out you. Please don't die. 

Jim 
(leughing) You go ta hell. 

Danial 
(exits) 


s 
(enters with a cup ) Take this, Jim! 
Jim 
(musing) Did youhear that? I8 4 the most important man in his 
office. JI had to drink poison to find that out 


irs 
Drik this. Its the white of an egg. 
| Jim 
I eint gonna do it. I'm gonna die. 
lirs 


Jim, please don't be foolish. Drink this. Danial will have 
sa doctor here in a minute. Jim, Jim, you can't die. 
Jim 
lhe devil I can't. I drank poison, Marys and thats what hap ens 
to people when the drink posion. (belches) see! I'm beginning to 
die alraady. Oh I'm sick! 
lirs 
Jim, you oughtn't #0 sit that way. Get up and move about. (panks 
him up) Come om. Walk around. 
Jim 
Have I got to stami up to die. (walks around and falls over the 
stool) Th.ts all right stool, you won't be in my wey tomorrow. 
Vionder if they have stools wher oe I'm going? 
hits 
On Jim! What'd you go and @rink that poison for? You mew it 
wo ld hurt you. 


Jim 
dell, I didn't think it would do me any good. 
hirs 
“hat'd you do it for? 
Him 


Well, I was in the way. I got tired of being 4 stick of wood. 
then you're dead you dm't bother any body, and you don't have 
to worry about being promoted. You won't miss me. Dunial will 
tkee cére of youlizs---and Ted will take cere of Betty, 

Lirs 4 
thers is Betty? 

Jim 
She and Ted went and got married. x 


| 1? 

Doctor , 

Sit down here. (feels pulse) *ulse isn't bad. 
Jim 

It don't hurt me a bit. But I'msick. ly head. 

F | Doctor 

“heres there. Its your stomach. 

: Jim ~ 

Yeh, thats where I put the poison. 
Doctor 

(opens grip takes out some bottles then a knife) 
a 


| im. 
(gets up end runs for door) 


lirs 
Jim, where you going. 
Jim 3 
Jie’/ Bhat guy aint gonna carve me! 
| Doctor ; 
dhy of course not. I'm only going to diagnose you. 
- Jim is 
If thats what I think it is, you aint. 


Do: tor 
sit down. (sits him in chair) (uses inbfrument on is heart and 
stomech) (takes temperature) Temperature normal. 

L 


irs 
Is there any chance, doctor. 
Doctor 
Yes, I think.so. j)looxs ut Jim ) are you sick? 
Jim 
Thets for you to find out. 
Doctor 
How @o you feel? 
Jim 
Sick. 
Doetor 
(look at him egain) I believe I shabl ask you fol-s to le uve the 
room, 
Betty 
is it that serious? 
lira | 
Ob Jimi. Jim, whatever you do, whatever you do--- 
Jim 
“hatever I do--- 
;” jars 
Mons adi Oe 
Decpor 
Hurry up, leu.ve the ,atient to me. 
Danial 


Core on. (they ell exit Bett crying em being comforted by 
Ted, Mrs and Danial exit) 


Jim 
(looking at the doctor) Well, whats the news? 
Deetor 
Sey, wheats theidea? 
Jim 
Idea of whet? 
Doctor 
You're not poisoned. 
Jim 
Oh Yes, I am. (shows pottLe) I drank that, aint thet poison. 
Doctor 


Yes, but if you drank that you wouldn't be he ve no 
ie Vie 
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Jim 


Well, I did drink it. 


Doctor 

“het did you do them; 
Jim 

(shows stomach medicine) Drank sotie of this. 
Doetor 





(looks at it and then laughs) Oh I see! You were buexy. This 
is the best antidote I know of. The moment this hit your Stumaéch, 


that pbéson was conteracted. 


Jim 
“her I éint posioned. 
% Doc tor 
No more then I am. 
Jim 
Hooray! (jumps up) But say, Doc, don t tell them that. I[81 
preak the news to them. 2 
Doetor 
T811 keep shut. Better have a little bracer though. 
Jim 
Where will I get it? 
Doctor 


(wink) Shh (take bottle out of grip) Thats medicine, made 


and prescribed by John Barelycorn. 
Jim 


(drinks ) Leres to old John, the best Dector in the worldé 


Doctor @rink all in gless} 
vant to buy a  uart? 
Jim 
Sey whet are you, adoctor or a bootlegger. 
Doctor 
Both? Eow about it? 
Jim ; 
Send me a gallon. (money in hand) 


Do ctor 


{dontt 


She willbe hp in an hour. (take money end grip go to door wink f 


end exit) Shhh! 
Jim 


Yell I'll be dadgummed. (goes too door) You can come in now, 


I'm diegonesed. 
(they z1l1 enter) 
lirs 

thu, did he say? 
Jim 


f 


Igll be a dead man in the next hour. fegit pd /BS2/Add /éft /8 fa92 tg 
a Vaal Ja pay /2 p2/agajaa / (takes Betty's hand and gives it tc 
ted) Belssings my boy, and good bye. Do you love him, Betty? 


Betty 
Yes, daddy. 
Jim 


(tekes “rs hend and it gives it to Dan) Blessings, 


whan they see your books you may be with me. 
treat her good. Do you love her? 


Danial 
Why ---er-< 
Jim 
Yes. Do you love him? (to marry) 
irs 
I showld say not! 
Jim 


Who do you love? 


= : 2 Sr - 


leke my wife though 


a, 


Dan, by tomorrow 


= 4 
. — 
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irg 

You, you blamed old fool (puts arms uround him und cries} 
Betty 

Oh , @adgy isn't there someway thet you can live? 
Danial 

yes, I don't @&remwaat it’ cost, I'll’ get it for, you. 
Jim 

Will you? 
Danial 

I cartainly will. 
Jim 

Then give me & gallon of this. (hold up glass) 
Danial 

"het is it? 
Jim 





{drink} I'll never tell! Now lets get fown to business, If I 
live, will you give me the job I 've worked for and earned? 
Danial 
Yes}; a thousand times yes. 
Jim 
Then I'hl dot die. I wasn't poisoned in the first pluce. 
hits 
dhat? Jim Worris have you been lying to me. Oh you old fossil. 
Jim 
Stop: I'll die if you don't. I'm only living now ¢do do you 
people @ favor, and féom now on I'm not jjst the old man but 
I'm lir James Morris, tie most important man in the Devoe office. 
Denial 
Rieht you are, Yoursdalray from now an is three hundred a month. 
I li meéke you the head of my clerks. 
= Ted 
ut whet will I be? 
: Jin 
You aan wor: for me, and believe me son, you'll work. 
Betty 
Dad's a good boss, Ted. 
lig gm 
Oh Jim, you're just wonderful, end I love your I'm so glad you're 
not poisoned. Jim, from now on ['il do anything thet you want ine 
COs 


Jim 
Wihl you? 

Mrs 
Yes, 

Jim 


(sicks up stool) Then throw this damn stool out the window! 


HINaLJs 








